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Minutes for HDR subcommittee meeting on Tuesday 13 May 2015 

 

Present: Sharon Bessell, Tim Legrand, Thu Roberts, Megan Poore and Belinda Thompson 

Apologies: Keith Barney, Premachandra and Bingqin Li 

1. Research Director’s report 

 

 The new HDR funding guideline was updated and posted on the website. There was 

no funding application for the committee to assess. 

 The first milestone report and the Thesis Proposal Review (TPR) requirement was 

drafted by Megan and further discussion is required in future meetings when PhD 

convenors are present. 

 Regarding the qualitative unit, Keith Barney is active in searching for more 

information from various areas in the University.  

 CAP college shortlisted Cody to the University level for JG Crawford prize. A letter 

will be sent to all four nominees separately to inform them that they were 

nominated for the college level. Cody will be sent a letter that she was nominated 

for University. In the future, supervisors of Crawford nominees should be provided 

more guideline and information in writing a support letter for their students. 

Crawford HDR committee will require a stronger and more detailed statements from 

supervisor before going to the college. 

 Coursework requirements 

NSC has a different code therefore a different program descriptor will be required. 

Once coursework is established, we will need to look at what choices students have 

in addition to compulsory courses. We can also look at what courses are available 

so we can have cooperative arrangement with other schools and colleges. In the 

next few years Crawford should have a shared foundations course for all PhD 

students. We also need to think about where we should send our students after 

compulsory courses and the pathways for that. 12 units of compulsory coursework 

can cover a broad range for good foundational knowledge. There is a question of 

whether qualitative research is missing and a balance of quantitative and qualitative 

research methods. 

NSC convenor, Tim, suggested that all students should have background in both 

qualitative and quantitative research. The student representative, Belinda, 

mentioned that POGO8196 offered in 2015 contained more qualitative content 

which is useful for students, however there should be more courses on this. Sharon 

emphasised that we need to have more qualitative methods/knowledge. We should 

move ahead across the school, SPIR course or another course within college for 
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qualitative course. There will be implications for the workloads for academic staff to 

develop new qualitative courses. If this happens, it will not be in time for 2016 but 

we can aim for 2017. We will look for academic staff who are interested to take in 

developing the course. Sharon will follow up with Bingqin and Keith. This is critical 

in changing in coursework requirements.  

Regarding, grading for PhD students: pass/fail scores will not be used anymore for 

PhD coursework assessment. Instead, it will be marked between 1 and 100 with a 

pass of 50. There will be no differentiation between master and PhD requirements. 

PhD convenor decides the mark students receive. Supervisory panel decides what to 

do with the mark: whether they need to do another course or not. At some point 

the panel can decide whether a student can continue.  

The student representative, Belinda, concerned that if a course is graded, students 

will have no space to try alternative ideas within the course, before the development 

of their thesis proposal. While ever it is not graded, students have more room to 

explore various ideas without fear of failure, which is an advantage. . Also, where 

the courses are run across different Colleges, students from different areas and 

backgrounds may get different marks from the ones in a more familiar field/area to 

the course convenor. Sharon stated that, as with any course, the course convenor 

will mark the assignments and there is a clear appeal process. If a student feels it is 

unfair, they can appeal. The fundamental issue is which course to send students to. 

If we send students to the wrong courses, they will not get the pass grade, 

unsurprisingly. We should emphasise a transparent marking system. Megan raised 

a question of the purpose of coursework whether to screen students or to obtain 

knowledge? The answer is both. Now that the University is getting more serious in 

coursework direction, the overall outcome will be useful for students. 

Sharon will follow with Bingqin and Keith to suggest a coordinated approach to PhD 

coursework within the school. We will look at number of students so we can think 

of co-teaching. Different units in Crawford can have ownership in there and there 

might be a possibility to split into two courses for semester two, after an across-the-

board foundations course. The key issue here is to rethink of what courses we offer 

to students. There will be significant changes and amendment to course 

requirements. 

At the moment, RegNet and Bell school share similar course requirements and 

nature of research. However, the number of students for each school is different, 

their number is bigger than ours so we hit the wall on the economic feasibility even 

though there is interest in sharing courses. 
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2. Milestone and thesis proposal review (TPR) 

We should give students some flexibilities in completing TPR. 

University is undertaking a new Research strategic plan. School will get involved in setting 

up the plan. Renee McKibbin talked to Rory Medcalf at NSC about research plan. The Dean 

is very strong on the view that each part of college should have a clear narrative. This is 

an opportunity for us for us to feed in that conversation. We have very active students in 

the school, 168 students at the moment. We do not have any story to tell about our 

students and programs. Belinda offered to draft a paragraph on the PhD program 

narrative. The audience is senior academic in the college.  

 

3. Other business: 

NSC HDR is still in progress. More update. 


